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within a fold, or to peep through the grated
windows like a felon, and that I would not rest
until I had freed myself from such restraint^.
The impediments and risks opposed to my
design were great, but my fortune, or mis-
fortune, carried me through them all.
On examining the different windows of the
house with this intention, I at la^t found one
which I judged to offer greater facilities than
any other; but as it was in the room of two
other boys, it became necessary that I should
intrust them with the matter. As, of course,
they were also to be participators in the benefits
arising from the success of our attempt, they
were happy to join me.
It occupied but little time to make our prepa-
rations for the sortie. The bars of tins window
were placed so widely apart, that by taking off
our coats and waistcoats, we could each squeeze
through. We had, then, only to subscribe the
ropes of our trunks, and saw off the legs of our
chairs, and in a few minutes we possessed a
lengthy rope-ladder. We now went to bed,
appointing three-o'clock in the morning for the
hour of our first sally. Notwithstanding the
height from the ground, and our suspicions of
the weakness of our ropes, so eager was each
to be the first to descend, that we drew lots for
the precedence. This fell to Bush, who instantly
commenced his descent, and the next moment,